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What is Google Maps API? 
The Google Maps API is a suite of web services and tools provided by Google 
that enables developers to incorporate mapping functionalities and 
location-based services into their applications.  

By leveraging Google's powerful mapping infrastructure, these APIs allow 
developers to embed interactive maps, access detailed place information, 
geocode addresses, obtain directions, and much more. 

Google Maps API on Yo!Gigs 

At Yo!Gigs, we leverage a key feature of the Google Maps API: the Places API. 
This powerful tool provides extensive information about a wide range of 
locations, including names, addresses, photos, user reviews, and search 
capabilities based on various parameters.  

By integrating the Places API, Yo!Gigs gains access to Google’s vast 
geographic data, enriching our platform's functionality. 

The Places API allows our platform to detect a user’s current location (with 
their consent) and provides auto-completion for addresses as they are 
entered in the address field.  

This seamless functionality enables users to effortlessly find and update 
addresses, greatly enhancing their overall experience with our platform. 

One of the major advantages of using the Google Maps API is the real-time 
data updates. Any new address or street added to Google Maps is 
immediately reflected on our platform, ensuring that users always have 
access to the most current and accurate location information.  

This commitment to providing up-to-date data enhances user confidence 
and satisfaction with Yo!Gigs. 

The Places API is a paid one. You will need to pay a fee by adding a billing account to 
your Google Cloud Console account to use this feature.  
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Configure the Google Maps API 
Configure the Google Maps API under Admin panel > Settings > System 
configurations > Third-party APIs tab. 

 

Here are the steps to obtain the Google Maps API key: 

To obtain the key, you will need a Google account, so it's helpful to have a business 
Gmail account set up beforehand. If you don’t have one, create it first, then follow 
the steps below. 

Step 1: Visit the Google Cloud Console platform 
Log into your Gmail account. 

Open a new tab and go to https://console.cloud.google.com/. 

If you are a new user, the following pop-up will appear.  
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Before filling out the form, make sure you select the correct Gmail account; if 
not, switch to the appropriate one (using the Switch account button). 

Update the following: 

● Country: Click the field and select the country you are operating from, or 
select your current location from the dropdown list.  

● I agree to the Google Cloud Platform Terms of Service , and the terms of 
service of any applicable services and APIs.*: Check mark this to accept the 
terms and conditions and move forward. If you do not check mark this, you 
won’t be able to use the platform.  

Once done, click Agree and Continue.   
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Step 2: Go to APIs & Services 
Click the Hamburger menu button to expand the navigation menu.  

Select APIs & Services to go to the APIs & Services page.  
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Step 3: Create a project 

As a new user, your first step is to create a project. 

To do this, click Create project. 

 

This will direct you to the New Project page. 
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Update the following: 

● Project name*: Enter a project name. 

 

When you enter a project name, the system automatically generates a project 
ID, which is displayed below the field.  

To edit this ID, click Edit, and a new field appears. 

 

● Project ID*: Edit the project ID. This needs to be unique so you may need to try 
out different names before one is accepted. 

● Organization*: Select the organization for your project.  

An organization in Google Cloud is a root node that allows you to manage 
and organize your cloud resources. It acts as a parent resource for all your 
projects and resources. 

This field is visible if you have logged in using an email address whose email 
domain (@yo-gigs.com) is the same as your business domain 
(https://yo-gigs.com).  

In simple words, this field will be visible if your account is part of Google 
Workspace or Cloud Identity. This is because organizations allow for 
structured management of cloud resources.  

So, if you have multiple organizations, you can select which organization you 
want to create the project under. 
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The available options under this will depend on the number of organizations 
your account is linked to. Select the appropriate one. 

● Location*: Select a folder for your project. The location specifies where your 
resources will be physically hosted. 

Google Cloud automatically provides available regions based on the services 
you intend to use and your project’s requirements. These regions are 
predefined by Google Cloud and depend on the services you select for your 
project. 

If you don’t have any options, leave it as it is. 

If you select ‘No organization’ in the previous field, this field may appear 
blank or show "Global." Use the Browse button to select a specific location for 
your resources. If there is no location available, it is mostly because Google 
Cloud services are not available for the regions around you.  

In this case, choose an organization and location that is available in the list 
(only those options are visible that are supported by Google Cloud services). 

Click Create.  

With this, the project is created and you are directed back to the APIs & 
Services page. 
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Step 4: Go to Credentials 

Select Credentials from the navigation bar.  

This will direct you to the credentials page.  
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Step 5: Configure the consent screen 

Click Configure consent screen to go to the OAuth consent screen setup. 

 

Based on whether you need keys for a live project or just for testing, choose 
the appropriate option: 

● Internal - Select this option if you're just testing your platform and only want 
people within your own company or organization to use it.  

Do not select this if you plan to make your project available to the public or to 
people outside your organization. This option limits access to only your 
organization's members. 

You won’t be able to select this option if you do not have a Gmail Business 
account or do not belong to an organization.  

● External - Select this if your platform is live and you want it to be used by 
people outside your organization. 

Selecting this option might require you to submit your project to Google for 
verification. After Google reviews and approves it, the API will be ready to use. 
Learn more about the verification process here! 

Once done, click Create. 
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Step 6: Fill the “Edit app registration” form 

Register your web application on Google via the Edit app registration form. 
There are four steps (tabs) under this form. 

1. OAuth consent screen 

 

The form is divided into four sections. Update them following: 
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1. App information 

● App name*: Enter the platform’s name - for which you will be generating the 
API key. 

● User support email*: Enter the email address on which users can contact you 
with questions about their consent. 

2. App logo 

● Logo file to upload: Click Browse and select your platform’s logo to upload it.  

3. App domain 
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● Application home page: Enter your platform’s home page URL. 

● Application privacy policy link: Enter your platform’s privacy policy page URL.   

● Application terms of service link: Enter your platform’s terms of service page 
URL.   

● Authorized domains: Click the add domain button to add the authorized 
domains that will be used on the consent screen for the users, and a field 
appears. 

 

Add as many domains as applicable.  

If you add a domain by mistake, click  beside it to delete it. 

4. Developer contact information 

 

● Email addresses*: Enter the email address(es) of the person who will be 
notified about any changes made to the project.  

You can enter more than one email address in this field.  

Click Save and continue.  
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2. Scopes 

Scopes express the permissions you request users to authorize for your app 
and allow your project to access specific types of private user data from their 
Google Account. Learn more about scopes here.  

Updating this tab is optional.  

 

It is not required in this case. So, click Save and continue. 

3. Test users 
This tab will only be visible if you selected External as the user type in the first step. 
This is because it allows you to specify which external users can test your app before 
it goes live. For projects intended for public use, this helps ensure everything works 
properly for a wider audience.  

For Internal projects (Internal user type), which are limited to users within your 
organization, testing is handled internally without the need for this tab. 

Add the users who will be able to access the app while the app is in the 
testing phase (if applicable). 

Updating this tab is optional.  
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It is not required in this case. So, click Save and continue. 

4. Summary 

Review the details added and edit if required.  
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From here, go back to the Dashboard by clicking Back to dashboard at the 
end of this tab.  
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Step 7: Go to Enabled APIs & Services 
Select Enabled APIs & Services from the navigation bar. 

Then, click +Enable APIs and services at the top of the page.  

 

This will direct you to the API Library page. 

 

Type Places API in the search field and press Enter on your keyboard. 

A list of options will appear.  
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Select Places API and this will direct you to the Places API page. 

 

Click Enable to activate this API. 
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Step 8: Update your billing information  
The API will be activated and you will be directed to the page where you will 
have to update your account information and the billing details. 

The Places API, part of the Google Maps Platform, is not completely free; it has a 
pricing structure based on usage. Google offers a monthly credit of $200 for all 
accounts, which can cover a significant amount of usage for small projects. However, 
if your usage exceeds that credit, you will incur charges based on the specific 
features you use, such as place details, autocomplete, or nearby search. 

For the most accurate and up-to-date pricing details, it's best to check the official 
Google Maps Platform pricing page. 

 

Ensure the correct Gmail account is selected; if not, switch to the 
appropriate one (using the Switch account button). 

Review the selected country, and edit if required. 

Click Agree & Continue.  

This will direct you to the next step 
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Update your billing information by first creating a payments profile and then 
adding a payment method to it.  

Follow the process accordingly. Once done, click Submit.  
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To review and update your payment information later on, go to Billing from 
the main navigation menu.  

 

Review and/or modify the details accordingly.  
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Step 9: Go to APIs & Services > Credentials 

From the navigation bar, go to API & Services and select Credentials from 
the submenu. 
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Step 10: Generate API key 

To generate the API key, click Create credentials.  

 

From the dropdown menu, select API Key.  

The API key will then be generated and displayed in a pop-up box. 

 

Before you can use the key, you’ll need to edit some information. Hence, 
close this pop-up and proceed with the next step.  
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Step 11: Edit the API key’s restriction details 

Click  beside the show key link.  

 

Select Edit API key from the menu. This will open the Edit API key form. 

 

Update the following: 
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● Name*: Edit the name as per your requirements. 

● Set an application restriction: Select websites as the type of application from 
the options available. This action will reveal a section below.  
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Click Add to specify the domains where this API will be applicable.  

A new field will appear for you to enter the domains. For instance, if you're 
using the API for demo.yo-gigs.com, enter this in the field. 

 

Click Done to add the domain.  

It will be added in the table below. 

 

If you added the wrong domain, click  beside it to edit the details.  

Scroll down to update the rest: 

● API restrictions: Select Don’t restrict key option under this section.  
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Click Save.  
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Step 12: Copy the API key 

Click the Show key link. 

 

The API key pop-up will appear.  

 

Copy the key. 
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Step 13: Paste the key on the Yo!Gigs admin panel 
On another tab, open the admin panel of your platform. 

Go to Settings > System configurations > Third-party APIs tab.  

Paste this code in the Site key field. 

 

Click Save changes to update the details in the system. 

This action will configure the Google Maps API in the system. 
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Working of the Google Maps API 
Once you configure the Google Maps API, go to the Admin panel > Settings 
> System configurations > Common settings tab > Job module settings 
section to activate the geolocation and radius feature on the platform. 

 

Select ‘Yes’ for the Activate the Radius system & Geolocation feature. You 
can also define the radius range in the next field.  

This feature allows users to select their current location when they visit the 
platform.  
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Additionally, they will also receive address suggestions when adding or 
updating an address under their profile. 
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Yo!Gigs - Online Service 
Marketplace Solution 

 

Visit https://www.yo-gigs.com/ to know more!  
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